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PREFAGE, 
To my. Reſpetted, and Beloved: 


Friends, who were; the ſpecial 


Clittge of Revettend \Mr. Steel. 


Yer are tie” Things which 
gave the' Otraſion-of wri- 
Sel Thfie r. That 
T may-lay- befbye yon the Reaſons; 

| joby-T muke" this particular Ad- 

drefs* ts you: 2. Thut' 1 hay 
take this Advintize, to offer ſome 

PR. 2 yore | 

A 2 1; The 


iv The Preface. 


1. - The-following- Diſcourſe ts 
now expoſed to publick View, be- 
cauſe the Subjeft inſiſted upon m it, 
is of general Uſe and cents 
——_ to all pho have & due Senſe of 
Religion, and really look after the 
Welker of their precions immortal 
Souls, i therein, they are direfted 
how to make a Difference between 
fuch as feed them only with Chaff; 
or Aſhes, ' and thoſe that break to 
them the Bread of Life : - Be- 
tween ſuch as ſubvert them, and 
thoſe that build them up in the moſt 
holy Faith : Betweenſuch as would 
engage them im furious Conten- 
tions, and thoſe that endeavour to 


keep 


The Preface. v1 


keep them in the Unity of the Spi- 
rit, and Bond of Peace: Between 
fuch as follow cunningly-deviſed 
Fables, and ſpeak Lies in Hy- 
pocrily, and thoſe that rightly 
divide the Word of Truth. of 
what Importance theſe things are, 
the Serious and C onſilerate will 
quickly apprehend. But it is likely 
that they who are immerſt m the Love 
of the World, or infatuated with the 
Pleaſures of the Fleſh, will deſpiſe 
or ridicule them. Tf what is #:Xa | 
in offered, ſhall, by the Bleſſing of 
God, make Impreſſion upon any, and 
prevail with them to enquire, and 
ſearch mto the holy Will of God, de- 


elared m the Scriptures, rouching 


A} thej « 


yi The Preface. 
theſe Matters, T1 ſhall greatly se- 
oice. 

But I think that ye. axe, m a 
ſpecial manner, concerned to review 
and ponder this Sermon, upax thoſe 
very Grounds that mauced me to 
nake this particular Inſcr; 100 of 
i to you; and my Realan 


t0. 


Firſt ; Becaufe it was ypou your 
Invitation and Requeſt (as # 
was repreſented to me) that T ute 
dertook the Preaching of my Brg- 
ther Steel's Funeral Sermon, It is 
true, that Application was made to « 
very Reverend and Excellent Sere 
Vant of Gog, to have performed that 

Ig Labour 


. 
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The Preface, wii 
Labour of Love, antlthat I-ditl 
exrneftly mportune him to accept'it '; = 
but he abſolutely refuſed it. For 
though the profeſſed his very great 
Eſteem for the Memory of Mr. 
Steel, and that he would be ready 
pon al Occafrons, to  ſhew 1 it ; ; 3 
te concluded, that it wis mo 
proper for we to perform that Ser- 
vice, as beg, by the Providence 
of God, brought into fach a _ 
jun&tion with him m the Minifty 
tron of the Goſpel. —_— I _ 
that there was nd way t6 change his 
'Reſ olution, or to invalidate his 
Neon This 1 nb mention. ta 
ybu, that ye thay have a plain, tha 
brief, Account * that Procedure ; 

A 4 - and 


yiii Fhe Preface. 

and ſo to prevent, or remove, fome 
Surmiſes, which, it may be, havg 
been entertained by ſuch as deter- 
mine things meerly according to 
their own Preconceptions gr Pre- 
judices. Aud now, I hope, that | 
nane will interpret my ſolliciting of 
that eminent Perſon to have 
yielded to that Requeſt which was 
made to him, to have proceeded from 
any Unwillingneſs in me to af- | 
ford my Service ( ſuch as it is) to- | 
Þard the ( ſolemnizing 9 4 my de- 
ceaſed Brother's Funeral. For to 
that I was forward enough, both 
out of that Aﬀection and Honour | 
which T had for him; and out of 
the Defire which I had to  gratify 


you ; 


The Preface. ix 


you ; eſpecially in that which might 
conduce to the promoting of your 
Faith, Holineſs and Comfort. Up- 
on the whole, Tthink my firſt Rea- 
fon muſt be allowed to have its 
Weight, That the Motion of * 
Preaching the Sermon, coming from 
you, it 35 fit, that now it ſhould be 

tendered to you, 


The ſecond Reaſon, why I di- 
rect theſe Papers to you, is, Be- 
cauſe as ſoon as the Sermon was 
preached, ye requeſted me to make 
it publick. 7 this alfo T complic- 
ed with your Deſires, tho not with- 
out ſome Reluctance from my own 
Temper and Inclination, whic! 

was, 


K The Preface. 
ws, and is, never to be forward 
To th ruſt bet any Thmp of Mme 'm- 
to the World. For 1 faw there 
were others far better qualified for 
Writms, who have abundantly Fur- 
mſhed thoſe that will make ufe of 
rheir Labours, with great Vartety 
of profitable and excellentic 
Boaks. And let me have leave 
to add farther, That tho I com- 
plied with your Motion to Print 
the Sermon, without much Gain- 
ſaying, yet 7 have been inflexible 
to the Importunities of others, i 
ſome like inſtances. Ceeins then, 
yo from firſt to laſt, F have 
influenced 9 in this Wirderta- 
kin, ye may reaſonably claim 
a 


I EI SIS Yen rod Toes: «as. -- 


A Y& £4 © 


Rr Wu 
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«ſpecial Intereſt m the followmg 
Diſcourſes 4nd 1 doubt not, but 
| Je will kindly accept this Ter- 
| fdergf i toyou, 


2. Having Jaid before you the 
Reaſons that moved me to gave 
you « ſpecial Intereſt in the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe, 1 ſhall now ſub- 
join thoſe Requeſts, which T defare 
may be granted by you; T have, 
ye ſee, complied with your Propu- 
fals : And 1 bope ye will ſhew your 
ſelves as ductil to my Demands, 
eſpecially when ye find that I ask 
nothing of you, but what your Du- 
ty and Concernment oblrgeth you 


ta yield nnto. 
i. 7 


xii The Preface. 

1. Tentreat you frequently and 
ſeriouſly to revolve m your Minds, 
and . carefully to recolle& thoſe 
things which ye have heard from, 
or obſerved in your late worthy 
Paſtor, that may, in a more ſpe- 
cial manner, be inſtructive or 
dire&tive to you m your Faith 
and Obedience. And that not 
only what he taught you in his 
publick Preaching, but alſo m 
his Viſits and Conferences with 
you. For therein, he uſed to drop 
ſomething that might more neerly 
touch your Circumſtances ; as by 
anſwering your Caſes, or. 'by 
exciting and dreftng you m the 
conſcientious Diſcharge of. your Du- 


ty toward God and Man, , 


The Preface. zu 
+41 defire you who art Tra-) 
ders and Dealers in the World, 
to have  frequent- recourſe to his.. 
Book, entituled, The Trade(- 
man's Calling ; and: to peruſe 
it, not only as a Divertiſement to 
extertain your ſpare-time with- 
al, but to ſele&} thoſe Rules and 
Directions that are moſt accom- 
modate to your Employments ; and 
to obſerve them, that ye- may 
pleale God, obtain his Bleſ- 
ſing, and be.a Credit to Reli- 
SiON. | 

3. 1 recommend to you his Book, 
entituled, An Antidote againſt 
Diſtraions ; and ſo to-acquaint 
Jour ſelves with it , that it may be- 

come 


wu Phe Preface. 
come fatniliar: to' yo,” and leave 


ſuch: Imprefſions:upon-you; as may: 


abiderin your Hearts; ' and a&tuals 
lyitoxexcte them, when'ye'are ex- 


erciſmg your ſelves" in Religious 


Putaes: 


4s. Endeavour to write after his* 
Copy, and to imitate-himin Works oft 
Charity and:Mercy, it-whith" he! | 
was veryabundant, and verypru-+ | 


dent. 


5'- - Approve the Sincerity of that | 
Love and Reſpe& which ye profeſſed! 
Jour ſelves to bear to your deceaſed? 


Pattor, by your Readineſs to Per- 


fanmany Office-of Love, Kindhoſt* | 
| or Aſſiſtance to his diſconfolate-Wi-+ 


dow, and his Children; in: any: 
thing 


ja A Wa OY A AY A 
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thing:  iherein Jþ my gYdbifgy 
thems 1 LSE4G 15? 2.0 54 
_ &, MamjainiVJnignaud Canr 

cord amongi your} ſelves, Let nds 
thing be done thro Strife, or 

Vain-glory, bur in Lowlineſs 
of Mind:;. tt: each: eſteem: 0-. 
ther. better - than themſelves; 

Look not every Man. on. his: 
ownthings; butevery Man al-. 
ſoon the chings.of others: Let 
this Mind be in you, which was! 
alſo in Chriſt Jeſus. 

7. My contluding Requeſt to 
Jote all; 13,, Let.yaur Converſatj- 
on be as becometh the Goſpel 
| of: Chriſt, Be.Blameleſs, and: 
Harmleſs, the, Sons, of God,. 


We itt X 


xvi The Prefice. 
without -Rebuke, 'in the midft 
of a crooked and perverſe Na- 


tiofi; anjong whortt ye ſhine 


as Lights in the World. 


T leave theſe my Requeſts with 


you: And conimend you'to Gbd, 


and to the Word of this Grace; 


which is able to build you up, 
and to give you an Inheritance 
among them that are fanti- 


hed. 


Books ſold by John Lawrence at the Ange | 


- the. Poultry: b 
Axon preached on the. Thankſgiving-Day 
at Crosby-Squart, By Samael $idtrr, Migiſter 

of the Goſpel. 4to.. | 

.A Sermon preached at the Funeral of Nr. Rey- 
nods, Miniſter of rhe Goſpel, gto, *t -* 

Bp. Wilcins of Prayer and Ptcachifig. 82. 

Addy's Shott-hanlf, 8:0, | 

Praxis Catholics, Or, The Country-man's ani- 
verſal Remedy ; being extcilent Phyfical Receipts. 
By Chi{topher Pack, DoRor of Phyſick. 80. 
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TD 7 Tim It TY 
Stetly" to 'ſhew thy: felf apphircnd 
'* pinto God,” 'a Work-man that heed- 
-&þ; n0t to: be, aſhamed, rightly 
vc avidimg the Word of Truth... 
1231.3 a ub bh 
Eg wet Da "ro folein: 
| _— the Punctsl of a 
"M good and faithful Ser- 
vant—of Jeſs Chriſt, who_is. now 
| .B. .., , centred 


2 A goddi'Wiiſter 


— > Punntenes -— - Toaenran 


mango Righneouſoc and nw 


a ſhineth as che rightneſs cha the 
ip 1x we now no _ 


mar ind of he L817; EA wi 


One of the Pillars is T 
—_—_ out of whe. Temple of God 


upon Earth; (4)4 { he] iniſters of | 


C- if and about this City, will 

ly,;be' ſenſible, nfMet .there..i 

po, MW Watchmen 

His Jt efolate "Family is Tal of 'La- 

rMenthtion; ' beeavſe The Covering 

thereof'\will no. wie! oyerſhadow 

it. Some weep for the loſs of their 

Spiricuet Pattitr;, \ who: IEF 
ro dent cas theiGo i 

90 YIY ; eiers 


-, 
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ken away. | 


- ado. Dis. aac 3 Dt. A —TT WW—Y 


»*= wa” '? wWwwaw_H #”- 
= 


| ings tel of their ExpeBaation/ : 


of "eſns Ohra/d j 
thers 'wiſÞthew 4M who 
was work ro give: then their el 

he bt 164 due ſehifon; 

as far' Iam deprived” *s 
Fiotkibt. greatly: horouted' ayd bes 
toved by ris; whori Tatwaysfornd 
#4) helpful! uti concdtdahe Felloy- 
Labowrer it rhe Worlkvof 'the Goa 
ſpel, -- Oi all hatids, 'there are thoſe 

who recur their Loſs; ;-but to him 
to'dic is gaih,” tor tie is departed ind 

gone to! Cteilt, which is beſt of 


. 
E ood f6- ſay ns Mbte touching | 
on © Xe Bok Occaſion of this Meet- 
5 Being ktiown'#0- you all, as. 
Ges your Coming hither 
& Nimbe ar uſual. 
Mg Te ”y thit fone. will be/ 


{s, that ſeveral cam 


hear an entinent Servant of God 


B 2 | who 
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who is,ichly. Furniſhed) with all 
Kinds ;of, ,Miniſterial., Abilities ; 
whereas ahey -now.: find; that the 
Providence:of, God: hath laid: this 
Service..upon. one who..is. deſtitute 
of thoſe Accompliſhments. :, never- 
theleſs, I ſhall endeayour, ; through 
the Help of; Chriſt, tg ſpeak. the 
Words of Truth and Sobernels. 1 
;: And that; ye may, know. before- 
hand, what,Subject iis provided for 
pour Attention, (and , 19, your 

houghts will be the berter fix- 
ed) I ſhall let you underſtand, that 
my Deſign ;is .to ſer before,you the 
rough Draught, or Repreſentation 
of a good. Miniſter. of-; Jeſus ' Chriſt, 
as the Apoſtle ſtiles him, -x,Tzm.. 4.6. 
And I think my Choice: will, be 
for :your..Edification : = while] 
deſcribe ſuch an one,”. I ſhall but 
hold up $0 your View a Glals or 

ive © # Mirror, 


__— — 7 SSC #poowt FJ — ——_ —_—_ Cc 
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Mirror, wherein ye may behold 
the refleted- Portraiture of our 
deceaſed | Brother. "And: when' ye 
maturely © conſider his. Idea, ye 
cannot but find your Thoughts 
running into fuch Iflues as theſe ; 
He was lately with” us; | and did 
we then-underftand' what' a Jewel 
we poſleſſed ? He ts now taken a- 
way, and are we duly apprehen- 
five of our 'Loſs? It is'a*common 
Inſtance of our Infirmity, and In- 
advertenicy,” that we feldom prize 
Mercies according to their proper 


Worth, Excellency and Uſefulneſs, 


until we have loſt them ;. and then 
it is uſual to hear Men breathing 
out Job's Lamentation, O that - 1 
were as in Moxths paſt. :Let us 
then become ſo wile, - as thank- 
fully and faithfully to improve pre- 
ſeat-Bleflings-and Advantages, left 

23 our 


ce —_ Monſter 


inatory. Predigion 
uo ibu 0g ys. ; "The 435 will come when 
F ſhall deſire to ſes ove; of the days 
of: WF. Sqn of Man, and ſhall-not 7 | 


&, 
qber prefacing, apply my {elf tg 
handle the Words which I. read to 


FOR, "They nr direQed to, Timothy 
| the of Admonition,. or Ad- 
_ : 


had #0 fhew thy ſelf approved 


wwnfo God. + But when ye thorowe | 


ly, ponder.tchem, ye way JRun, 
that, in them. is containgd the Der 


ems of ' 4 RC Miniſter of Je- 


that drawn, by, the 
Fg Hand of the Apoſtle Paul, 
es it was held and. guided. by the 
Holy Ghoſt. himſelf, Bat, :in fra 


ming. his Charater, hae. thayghe. is 
- Not 


m—_—_— co 


acted bn. es At. ed ty 2d 


a5 he. 
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6) 
And gow, I ſhall, without far- | 


| 
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off Jeſs brit. # 
aot-enough to fhew himieltt alene; 
or-by 'him{6lf:; Forhe'placeth near 
him the Image or Picture of s: mor» 
ay, . praud apa mraughing Prctenacr, 
Thus, ia one-Frame, -yec.aften be- 
hold. the :'Piture: of .a {beautiful 
Perſn, with. a deformed Negra gr 
vgly Satyr::Baoding by-him4: Far 
Contraries illuſtrate one. another, 


In the: Carricles,'' the (Ghurch! of 


Choiſt is repreſented ar . the fairef 
among Vianas, but it 4s; placed 


as. a Lilly among Thorns: (c). The 


like Courſe doth the Apoſtle take 
here, He. ſets forth a- good Mi- 


Bnifter of Jeſus Chrift.1n. very live- 


ly-Colours ; and withal, he depaints 
2a | vaing lorious , contentious  Sophi- 


Ffler. Neither. .can we well read 
'the Text, but our Eye will glance 


B 4 "”_ 


m— 
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6) Cant. I, 11, compared with Chap. 2s 2. 


y A good: Miniſter 
upon the "Words which immedss 
ately go before it, and''thoſe that. 
follow after it, In which he dif 
covers a bad Minifter ;;+that when 
_ we compare . him. with' a good 
one,” and are made ſenſible ot the | 
Contrariety that- is between them, 
we mayi::cleave . to the: one, 'and 
relinquiſh':the other.': The Defor- 
mities and malignant Qualities iof 
2\bad Miniſter, : are: Jaid open in 
the. 14454 and .16th- Verſes :. the 
Sum whereof is: this; That 4 bad 
Miniſter..is one who' ſtrives about 
VVords to no profit, but to the ſub- 
wverting of the' Hearers : and he is 
one, whole Art and Occupation 
lies 7» prophane : and vain Bablings, 
which tend to the increaſe. of more 
Unzoalineſs. We muſt then allow 
a little of our time to ſearch out 
his Marks and Properties, though 
| 963 .f1 very 


= 
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of Feſus Chriſt. 9 
very curſorily. And if ye well 
obſerve him, he will quickly dif- 
cover his Spirit and Temper; tor 
he is a Man of Hear, ready ro 
ſtrive; but not apt to teach. He 
harh a Torrent of Words, bur 
they are empty and inſtgnthcant. 
(4) He 1s all Tempeſt and Whirt- 
wind, to rend and tear in pieces ; 
but he 1s a Stranger to the Thizos 
that make for Peace. But the Ser. 
want of the Lord muſt not ſlrive ; 
but be gentle unto all Men, apt to 
teach, patient -: In Meekneſs in- 
ftruting thoſe that oppoſe them- 
ſelves'; if God peradventure will 
give them Repentance t9 the as- 
knowleaging of the Truth (e). The 
contentious Wrangler 1s one who 
will diſpute every thing to the 

ſhaking 


a—trw—— 
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1n0 A good Miniſter 


ſhaking of the very Foundatjons 
of Religion, but -would have noe- 
thing. ſettled or determined. -- Is 
was the grave Aphoriſm of -a 
Perſon of great Experience 8mong 
us,, That the Itch of Diſputing, 
bred the Scab im the Church (f), 
It muſt needs be very grievous 
ro fuch as love Truth and Peace, 
to fre ſo many Volumes of Con» 
troverſal Writings; in which .the 
contending Parties do aſperſe and 
damn one another ; and yet wheg 
the Matter in debate is calm- 
ly ftated, it wall appear, in fe- 
veral Inſtances, that ir 1s, only 
a. Strife about. Words (g) that 
fills up a great part of the W-ran- 

| : gle. 


(CD) Sir Hey Woriomm; Diſpurandi pruricus 
peperit fcabiem Ecclefiz. (2) 1 Tim. 6, 4 
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of Jeſus Chriſt, I I 
gle. And therefore, did we at- 
tend unto that which the Apo- 
Ale here declares, we might fad 
enough to make a ſober Perſon 
to. be for ever 'out of love with 
all hot and furious Conteations ; 
for he fixeth two black and diſ- 
graceful Blots upon 'them : 1. Thes 
theſe ſirifes about VVords are un- 
profitable : They have in them 
2d\v xg1mpecy; They have nothing 
in them that may. make a Man 
wifes or better. And to diſpa» 
rage them the more, he adds, 
Titus 3. 9. That. they are unpro- 
futable awd wain (b). Every dil- 
creet Perſon before he engage in 
any Undertaking of conſequence, 
will deliberate and conſider : Cxz 


boo ? What Advantage or Be- 
nefit 


<> 


a. —_ —_ 


(5) arwerrus, x, mare. 


12 A good 'Mmiſter 

nefit is to be expected ? It is'a 
yery ſerious Queſtion, and'fit to 
be ' propounded - to many Diſpu- 
ters; To what End do they 
peſter the -Chureh of ' God with 
their needleſs, unprofitable 'and 
vain Controverſies, and 'thereby 
diforder themſelves, and difturb 
others ? Whatſoever doth not'e- 
dify, 15 without the Compals of 
the Charge and Employment: of 
a good Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. 
He hath Work enough to do a- 
bout things neceſſary and pro- 
tirable. *Tis pofſible,' that ſome 
other things may be lawfal; yet if 
they be not expedient, if they ao 
rot edify, he may Jet them alone, 
and nor meddle with them (*). 


C 1 Cor. 10. 22, All things are lawful for me, 
Þut all things are not expedient , — but all things tas- 
ſy not, | | 


” "ON o_ —_— nl 


of Jeſus Chriſt. 13 

L.. could heartily... wiſh, that \the 

Apoſtolical Canon were better ob- 

ſerved, by, us _ all, :x Cor. 14.26. 
Let all things: be done. taxdifying. 

2.; Though .it Wight be ſuffi: 

un to. Caution 1s againſt Scrifes 

EIepE bh, Woxrds,: NY tell Us, That they 

are, unprofitable. . and / vain, z. . yet 


| to beger. 4n Ys hy eater Ave ria. 


tion, to. them, the Apoſtle 24 
That they are: pool La 
for they ſubvert the  Flearers, and 
will - dcreal to, more Ungodlineſs. 


The Work of 4 good. Miniſter of 


Jeſus "Chriſt, is to bd ap his 
Hearers in Knowlede, Faith, Ho- 
linels and Comfort; and to. that 
end, to., nouriſh them with the 
ſound Doctrine of. the Grace. of 
God : Ads 20. '22. And now, Bre- 
thren, 1 commend you to God, azd 


to the VVord of bis Grace, which 


oy 
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# able to built you up + —= They 
are then the Minifters of” Satan; 
who make it their buſineſs toſib- 


vert their Hearers; To turn them | 
upſide down; 'as the Wotd fig- | 
tfifies, Marrh. 21. 12. And overs 
threw the Tables of the Money- | 


Changers (5). Satan is half ſore 
to make a Prey, of ſuch as he 
hath fo unfetſed', as that they 
have no ftable Foundation to bot- 
torn vpon. | PYhis Men | Bicome 
Seepricks in . the Eſſentials of Re- 
ligion, they are in the next Diſ- 
Poſition ro become Atheiſts: Avi 
fich Inftraments” of Saran as will 
ſerve him ' tof fubvert thei Hear- 
ers, will alſo lend him their, Help 
edificgre in Gehennam, - to build 
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of Jeſers Chriſt. ry 
ther» up for Hell and tlie effetu- 
al way to «do 10, 'is for theme 
deride and ridicule all ſerious God- 
lineſs, / and to flatter 'or harden 
Men-#n \'theit” vicious Courſes; 
and  then' 'ye thy ' be {ure they 
will be good (or rather bad) -Pxo- 
ficients' if the: School of - the De- 


vil; for chey growwerſe and worſe (F). 


In->brief-; It 4s the: Devil who is 
the: greateſt Guirier by unprofita- 
ble Sermons and furious Conren- 
tions;- 'For;! by: them, che Spirits 
of Mei are exaiperated, - the 1e- 
care Sinners-are*” hardened, Cha- 
rity" is expelled, Divifions are per- 
petifated, "edifying DoQtrine is ex- 
cluded, | and 'every evil Work be- 
friended For where Envying- and 
IN Strife 
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26 A good Muuſter 


Strife are maintained, there will. be 
Confuſi on and every evil VV ork Wi: 


: Having faid ſo much of | Bo 
Miniſter, whom; we could not;.bue 
take: notice of, . the Apoſtle '/poiat- 
ing: him- out to; us,, we: ſhall dif- 
mi6 him, - and commend to. you 
the: Apoltle's Admanition';. 2 T im- 
3. 5. Having a Forry of Godlineſs; 
but denying the Power Jhuroof ; fre 
ſuch turn away. + ' 

_ And now we: ſhall peoſecurs the 
fair .and amiable Charaiter of a'goad 
Minhſter of Jeſus - Chriſt, as the 
Apoltle, here lays it-:betore T inn0+ 
thy for. his Imitation 5 9.4. Omy; 
Son Timethy, be: not thou like/un- 
to - 1906: Aﬀeters .of Vain-glor} 


and 


| (1) Jam. 15. x > 3 


| 
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of Jeſus Chriſt. 17 


and Applauſe, who (by Wit and 


Sophiſtry) will undertake to 
prove and - diſprove, whatſoever 
their Humour or Intereft ſhall 
prompt them unto. Their Words 


may be copious, and well pla- 


ced; their Periods bandſom, and 
of an artificial Compoſure : But 
what will all this aqvantage zhe 


Dottrine which is according to God- . 


lineſs? Nay, you may be lure, 
their frivolous Diſputes and tiery 
Contentions, will obſtruQt it. 
Therefore do thou (O Man of 
God) bid defiance ro Pride and 
Paſſion ; And do thou follow af- 
ter Righteouſneſs. Godlineſs, Faith, 
Love, Patience, Meekneſs im): 
Give Attendance to Reading, to 

C E xhor- 


(=) 1 Tim. 6, 11. 


x38 #4 good Adniiſter 

Exhortatiow, to Dottvine. Take 
breed to thy ſelf, and to thy Doitrine, 
continue in-thew , for in doing thes, 
rhou ſbalt both ſave;\thy ſelf, and 
them that hear thee (n) :.: And (to 
ſum up all) /«dy to. ſbew thy ſelf 
approved ' unto God, 'a Work-mas 
that need not be aſhamed, rightly 
drviding the VVord of Trath. If 
thou obſerve theke things, thou 
ſhalt be a good Mivifter of Jeſms 
Chriſt (o). "7p 


That ye may, then, have a 
more clear and diftindt, View of 
ſuch an excellent Perſon, as the 
Apoſtle here delineates, I. ſhall 
endeavour to repreſear him 41n 
| his feveral gracctul Properties, as 

L they 
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off Feſus Chriſt. 19 
they are laid before us in the 
Text, e. gr. 

1. A good Miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt, is one who is very fads 
ons and induftrions : One that {ins 
cerely deſigns, and fedulouſly en- 
deavours, with Fidelity, to dif. 
charge that Truſt which 1s te« 
poled in him by God. And he 
that doth fo, may be confident 
of his Aﬀiſtance and Bleſſing in 
his Work. rt Tim. 1.12. I rhank 
Chriſt Teſws our Lord, who hath 


enabled me, for that he connted me 


faithful, putting me into the Mini- 

fry. This Propetty of a good 

Miniſter, may be extracted out . 

of char Monitory Word which the 

Apoſtle here makes ule of (p); 
C 2 


43nd 
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20 A good Mimiſter 
and is by our Tranſlation render'd 


Study ; by the vulgar Latin, Be 
very careful (q): by another, 


(having an eye to the Primi. 
tive Theme) Make haſte (r). We | 


may take in all, and then the Senſe 
will be more pregnant, 9. d. Loſe 
no time, but preſently ſet about, 
and effeQually beſtir thy ſelf in 
the Execution of thy Miniſterial 
Office and Duty. Excite, and 
preſerve in thy ſelf, ſuch an aQtive 
and vigorous Frame of Spirit, as 
ſtands in oppoſition to Slothful. 
neſs. Rom. 12. 11. Not flothful 
in Buſineſs, fervent in Spirit, ſer- 
. wing the Lord (s). From hence 
we 


——_— 


(4) Sollicite cura, (r ) Ach. ov, feſti- | 


no, properoz and jrom thence comes aTedulw. 
Sedulo ſtrenuc operam navo 3 contendo, enitor, 
(5) Ti oned'f wil GKYNES he 
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of Jeſus Chriſt, YO 
we may conclude, Of all Perſons 
in the VVorld, the good Miniſters 
of Jeſus Chrift ſhould not be idle 
or flothful, but ſludious and indu- 
firiows in their proper VVork, and 
perſiſt therein. with Alacrity, Atti- 
vity, and Conſtancy. 


The Reaſons that may prevail 
with them, and engage them here- 
to, are many and weighty ; e. gr. 


1/t. They ſhould be furniſhed 
with a more than. vulgar Meaſure 
of ſacred Knowledg, in the Do- 
Erines and Myſteries of the Go- 
ſpel, that they may declare the 
whole Counſel to the Edificati- 
on of his Church. Moreover, 
they are ſer for the Defence of the 
Goſpel (t) : and ſhould endeavour 

4 to 
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(t) Phil. 1. 17. 
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to. be able, &y ſound Deftrine, to 
exhert, and convince the Gain(ay 
es, and te ſtop their Meuths ), 
Now, molt evident it is, that rhey 
who deſire to be meetly qualified 
for ſuch Undertakings, muſt give 
Attendance to Reading : T hey nauſ 
meditate on theſe things, and give 
themſelves wholly to them, that 
their Profiting may appear to all. 
It would be a great Reproach to 
Teachers of the Goſpel, to be like 
| thoſe Teachers of the Law, wham 
the Apoſtle derides, 1 T'iw. 1. 7. 
Deſiring to be Teachers of the Law, 
net underſtayd neither what they ſay, 
nor mhereof they affirm. What 
think ye then will become of the 

Lazy 
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Ld 


-— (u) Fit. r. 9; =o; yrs Diygn. 
Ver. I. *mRWHIC avs 


0 


ww 40” Of 


EI Www. 2» Go BD a fl ST 


"of: Fojms Chrifh, 23 
Lazy and'Slothful, when the moſt 
$tudious.and Induftrions; 'out of a 
deep Senſe of -their own Imper- 
feions, ' cry out, And who.is fuf- 
ficient for thefe things ?. | 


2. A good Miniſter of Jeſus 
Chrift, will feel himfelf' obliged 
to be ſadious and ixduftr ious, when 
he reflefs upon that. bleſſed Work, 
wherein his Employment ties, 'Fhe 
Converſion and Salvation of pre- 
crous immortal Souls; which or- 
dinarily, are :much concerned: 2n 
his Sedulity and Fidelity. For 
though God doth conter his Grace, 
according to his own Soveraign 
Will and Pleaſure; for zt is not of 
him that willeth, or off hins that run- 
neth but of Godthat ſhewethMerey(x); 

7 oy" and 
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24 A good Miſter 

and he may chooſe the fooliſh 
"Things of the World to confound 
the Wiſe; yet Miniſters cannot in 
Faith, exp.C& that God ſhould 
give the Increaſe, unleſs, on their 
part, there be Planting and Wa- 
tering (5): and that not in a re- 
miſs. or unconcerned Manner, but 
according to the Apoſtle's Exam- 
ple; Col. 1. 28, 29. VVhom we 
preach, warning every Man, and 
teach ng every Man in all Wiſdom, 
that we may preſent every Man per- 
fett in Chriſt Jeſus: Whereunto 1 
alſo labowr, ſfiriving according to his 
VVorking, which worketh in me 
mightily. 


3- The good Miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt will ſee cauſe enough that 
he 
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—_——_— 


of Jeſus Chriſt. 25 
he ſhould be ſtudious and induſtri-. 
ous, when his Heart is under due 
Impreſſions of that zremendous Ac- 
count which he muſt give to Je- 
ſus Chriſt. ' For ſuch a time will 
certainly come. The Charge which 
the Apoſtle gives 1s terrible as a 
Clap of Thunder ; 2 Tim. 4. 1,2: 
I charge thee before God, and the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, who ſhall judg 
the Quick and the Dead, at his Ap- 
pearing, and his Kingdom, Preach 
the VVord, be inſtant in ſeaſon, out 
of ſeaſon ; reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all Lonz-ſuffering and Dottrine. 
The Neegligeat will then find, that 
all Excuſes and Evaſions will be 
rejeted and deſpiſed. Tr will a- 
vail nothing to plead, That their 
other Buſineſſes or Diverſions were 
ſo many, that they had neither 
Time nor Inclination to ſtudy or 

| preach 
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preach the Gofpel : for no Pre. 
renſions could ſecure the unprofi- 
table, ſlathful Servant, from fal: 
ling under that dreadful Sentence; 
Take the Talent from him : -— Caſt 
the unprofitable Servant into outer 
Darkneſs ; there fball be weeping and 


gnaſhing of Tecth (>). 


This may ſuffice to have been 
ſpoken touching the firft Proper, 
ty of a good Miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt. He is one that is ſtudi- 
ous and induſtrious ; that haſtens 
to his Work with Alacrity, and 
perſiſts in 1t with Canſtancy. 


2aly. The ſecond Property of a 
good Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, is, 
| That 
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(x) Matth, 25, 28, 29, 39. 


of Jefus Chriſt. 27 
That he is one who chooſeth and pur- 
ſneth a right Exd, both in his Un- 
dertaking and Ating : He hath his 
Eze always upon the Mart ; and 
all his Studies and Endeavours have 
a dire and proper Tendency to 
it : and that is, That he may ap- 
prove himſelf unto God. What the 
Apoſtle pretcribed to Timothy, he 
prattiſed himſelf: 2 Cor 5. 9, 10. 
Wherefore we labour (or endeavour) 
with an haly Ambition (a), that 
whether preſent or abſext, we may be 
accepted of him: For we muſt all ap- 
pear before the TJudzment-Seat of 
Chriſk, Two Things tlie good 
Miniſter doth reach after. 
(1.) That he may be approved. 
(2.) That God may ratity his 
Approbation. (1.) That 


(a) orenuiude ; ambimnus : Roms. L 5. 20, 01- 
Aonusutla tvaſwnll whes. | 


23 A good Mmiſter 


(r.) That he: may obtain an 
Approbation (6); and ſuch an one, 
" as is given afrer Trial : Fam. 1.12. 
Bleſſed #s the Man that enanrath 
Temptation (c) (or Trial) ; for 
when he is tried (ad), he ſhall receive 
the Crown of Life. Men are fome- 
times too raſh and precipitate, in 
paſſing their Judgment, and ſo 
may take Braſs for Gold : But God 
ſearcheth the Heart, and will ne- 
ver approve any Perſon whom he 
hath not thorowly tried. When 
Jeſſe's Sons came before Samuel, he 
looked upon Elab, and ſaid, Szre- 
ly the Lord's Anointed u before me : 
But the Lord ſaid unto Samuel, 
Laok not on his Countenance, nor on 


the 
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of Jeſus Chriſt. 29 
the Height of bis Statare ; becauſe 
I have refuſed him: for the Lord 
ſeeth not - as Man ſecth; for Man 
. looketh on the outward Appearance, 
but the Lord looketh on the Heart. 
Happy: then are they, who, not- 
withſtanding their many Defetts 
and Infirmities, can appeal to God 
for their Sincerity: Pſal. 17. 3: 
T hou haſt proved my Heart, azd tried 
me in the Night, and: ſalt find no- 
thing; 4. e. nothing inconſiſtent 
with Uprightneſs or Sincerity. 


(2.) That God may ratify his 
Approbation: for it is God who 
will paſs the final and deciſive Sen- 
tence: It is net then, he who com- 
mendeth himſelf, (or is commended 
by others) that ts approved, but he 
whom the Lord commendeth (e). 


Many 


"ou 


(*) Cor. 2 11. 19. 
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Many are they who are ambi- 
tious to purchaſe the good Opinion 
and Praiſe of Men, and Yove #t more 


than the Praiſe of Goal (f). But . 


of all Perſons in the Wortd, ' at 
looks worſt ina Miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt to-/be Aximal glorie ; to 
hunt afcer Applauſe, and to feed 
upon the.Bteath of popular Accla- 
mations. What diſmal EffeQts have 
ſprung from the poiſonous Rovt of 
affeted Popularity ? Therefore the 
= Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt muſt 
ortify himſelf againſt the Inſinua- 
tions of good Report, as well as a- 
gaiaſt the Vexations of evil Report : 
and be content to paſi through Ho- 
nour or Diſhonour, evil and good Re- 
port ; and fo ſupport himſelf with 
the Approbation of God, and the 
Teſtimony of 2 good Conſcience. 


This 
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of Jeſus Chriſt. Ji 

\\ "This Clauſe: | ſtudy ro approve thy 

ſelf unto God] is well paraphraſed 
by the Syriac, -Ler it be rhy Care to 
preſent thy ſelf” before God, with 
great-Integrity Cg). © Good. Mini- 
ſters are: conſcious tothemſelves of 
many-Infirmiries, and bewail them 
before the Lord; As their Unskil 
fulnels in explicating the great My- 
ſteries of the-Goſpel; the Remils- 
_ nefs of their Zeal ;their Entangle- 
ments, . Diverſions, - DiſtraQtions, 
and ſuch like : yet it may be a 
ſwect Refreſhment, and Relief to 
them, that. they can fay, That 
they. have ſincerely deſired ro ferve 
the Lord in the Goſpel of 'his Son 
Jelus Chrilt. 
mm And 
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J2 A good Miniſter 
- And great Reaſon there is, wh 
' a good Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt 
ſhould ſtudy to approve himſelf un- 
to God. | | 
x.” Becauſe it 1s God who en» 
truſts and employs him in the Mi- 
nitration of the Goſpel: And to 
him he muſt. give an account of 
his. Stewardſhip. If the Office of 
the Miniſtry were. merely an Hw- 
mane Conflitution, and the Inſtrufti- 
ons, [Rules and Meaſures, which 
Maniſters| were to : be determined 
by, in the Execution of their Qf- 
fice,, were all of Man's Appoint« 
ment, then would it be ſufficient 
for them ſo to demean and carry 
themſelves therein, as to gain the 
Approbation of Men : But if the 
Office, Work and Rule, be from 
Heaven, and not of Men, then it 
is their. Concernment, as well as 
| their 
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of Foſus Chriſt. 33 
their Duty, to ſeek the Approba» 
tion of God. The, Apoſtle's Way 
of Reaſoning in another like ln- 
ſtance, will, I think, guide us to 
what we are to conclude in this 
Caſe; 2 Tim. ii. 4., No. Man that 
warreth, entangleth himſelf with the 
things of this Life, that he may pleaſe 
him, who hath choſen him to be @ Soul- 
dier. And may we not argue,. & 
Minors :ad Majus, Hethat is bound 
to the Lord Chriſt, the Captain of 
our Salvation, under his Sacramen- 
tum Miniſteriale, ought :not to en- 
tangle himſelf in Matters of a fo- 
reign Nature, eſpecially when they 
are obftructive to his proper Work; 
much more, if inconſittent with 
it ? but he ſhould bend. all his 
Thoughts, Cares and Endeavours 
to pleale him, who hath choſen 
him to be a Miniſter. When, I 

D _ -* 
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fay, the Officers from: Gbd,/! yet 
that leaves:footn enough for' Men, 
who have a delegated Power from 
Chriſt (inthe ordinary 'Way) to 
try the Perſons, who are'to be ad- 
mitted to the Execution'of that Of- 
fice. And\ having - found them fir, 
to ordain them with Faſting; Prayer, 
and Impoſition of Hands; "and'{0 fo- 
Temnly to' inveſt them there- 
with (5): Yer ſtill it muft remain 
unſhaken, - That Mar ' doth not 
"make: the” Minttry, neither may 
Man, by his proper Authority; ap- 
point'the Miniſter his' Rule, nor 
appottionate his Work :'© For that 
belongs to the' Lord<Chrift only; 
Eph. 4.8, ro ver. 14. When he af- 
ſcended 'up on high, he led Captivity 
T0 who's $4 _ 38 | - exptivoe, 
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captive, ant guvei Goftt unto Meg : 


 ===4ud heguve: fome Apeſties, ſome 


Prophets; and ſome Evangelifts, and 
fome Paſtots: awd Tearhens.;\- for the 
— wy ins of-\\the Saints, for the 

the: Miniftry,:for the edify- 


ing Gong — Boop of Chriſt. 


"Miniſter :of Jeſus 
Crit: ſhould ftudy? to: approve 
himſelf unto God ;; becauſe, from 


him alone, be us to receiwebis full and 


ultimate Reward. - Sad 'and miſe- 


rable would be the Lotof.a good 


Miniſter of; Jelus Chriſt; - if the 


-Pavour-ofi' Men and !eatthly Pre- 


ferments were -all that: he: might 


4ook: for . after his .greateit Sedu- 
-liry and Fideliry. - The. Apoſtle 


Paul had, ; certainly, -more 10 bis 
Eye; for be profeſſeth, that ir was 
ſomething elſe which kept him 
from EE and-tinking -under 
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36 A good Miniſter 
all the Burdens of his Services and 
Sufferings 3" 'and that was, That he 
looked not at the things which ave 
ſeen, but at the things which are not 
ſeen ; becauſe the things which are 
ſeen, "are temporal ; but | the things 
which are not ſeen, art eternal *, 
And a-great and precious Promiſe 
they have: to encourage them in 
their Labours, and to ſupport them 
under their. Burdens; 1 Pet. 5. 
2, 3. Feed the Flock which i among 
you, (orinas much as in you lies); 
-and when the chief Shepherd ſhall ap- 
-pear, ye [ball receive a Crown of Glo- 
:ry that Fadeth not away,” This may 
{uffice to have been ſaid, touching 
the ſecond Property of a good Mi- 
-niſter of Jeſus Chrift ; . He is = 
| who 
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of. Jeſus Chriſt. 37 


| who ſtudies to approve. himſelf 


unto God. 


3dly. Histhird Property, is, That 
he is a Work-mzan, that needeth not 
to "be aſhamed. There are two 
Branches in this Part of his Cha- 
racer. 


- (1.) If you look upon him ab- 
ſolutely ; {o he is a Workman. 

(2.) If ye look alſo upon the 
Modificatiow adjoined ; fo he is a 
Workman that needeth not to be 
aſhamed. | 


1. A Workman he muſt be (); 
and that Work which he is called 
unto, 1s no eaſy Employment, but 
very laborious; for the Word v- 

_— - {ed 
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ſd initheTexr; is .traoflated aLiay 
bourer ; Matth. 9. 37. The Labows 
rers are few: And Ver, 38. Pray ye 
therefore. the Dora of | the \ Flarweſt, 
that he would fend: forth \Tiahonrers 
into his Harveſ (FE). Neither is 
his Labour- like 'to: fome kinds: of 
Recreation; in which Men do but 
play, while they take a great deal of 
Pains: Butt is hard Labour, eyen 
to Laffitude. and Wearinels, :to.the 
waſting of: their Strength, and ex- 
hauſting of their Spirts. -: For '{b 
doth: the: Scripture: ſet forth . the 
Working and Labouring of the 
good. Miniſters of Jelus Chriſt ; 
2 Theft. 5.12. Xyow them that las 
bour among. you: TS nomorrs, (4), 
1 Tt. 
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1 Tim. 5; 17. — eſpecially. they 
who: lebqur; 1n:the, Word! and Dor 
Qrine. --Fhis ye [may find -exemy 


plified'in.two Inſtances, The Fory 


66.15 .of.\Chriſt,,..when. he was 
a——_ FE Jour- 
ney Folge 6- Teſts therefore ber 

ing wearigd, with bis. Journey, 
thus ofthe. VVell (mw). che Latter 
is of the Diſciples, | who. had toiled 
out-themſelves all night, Lake 5.5. 
Maſter, we heve toiled all pight (n). 
Theſe places are produced. to ſhew, 
That a good Miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt is a Work-man,, whoſe Em- 
ployment requires very hard La- 
bour-z' ſo that he hath no time al- 
lowed. him for Idlenefs or Remilſs- 
D 4: !.. ; nels, 


(m) xatomeaitas Cu ms edorogiug. (n) oN Gal 
PUTS KOTA, OUY TES» | 
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neſs, though ſome time be indul- 
. ged to him for his Relaxation, 

through his Maſter's tender Com- 
paſſion; Mark 6. 31. And he ſaid 
unto them, Come your ſelves apart, 
and reſt a-while : for there were ma- 
wy coming and going, and they bad 
no leiſure ſo.mach as to eat. How- 
ever God may deal with fach as 
ſtand all the day idle in the Mar- 
ket-place; yet, "doubtleſs, he will 
not endure” any Loiterers. in his 
Vine-jard,- it which even the Fig- 
tree, which was barren, would not 
be allowed to have a Standing -(9) ; 
much leſs nijght the Dreſſer of the 
Vine-yard expect to be tolerated, 
if he brought forth no Fruit. Our 
Saviour told ihis Apoſtles, rhat he 


had 


mY — 


(9) Luk. 13. 6, 7. 
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had ordained them, that they ſhould 
bring forth Fruit : and that Fruit 
was their converting of Souls ro 
God, as the Apoſtle explains it, 
Rom. 1:13.—That I may have ſome 
Fruit among you alſo, as among other 
Gentiles, The Miniſters of Chriſt 
may intercede for the Enlargement 
of the time of God's Patience to- 
ward an unfruitful People ; bur 
then it is upon their Engagement 
to uſe double Diligence 1n culciva» 
ting of them: Luke 13. 8. Lord, 
et it alone this year alſo, that I may 
dig about it, and dung it. 

Thus ye have one of the Apella- 
tions by which a good Miniſter of 
Jeſus Chriſt is denominared, that 
he is a Work-man. Bur becauſe I 
told you, that my Deſign in this 
Diſcourſe would be to give you 
{ome diſtinct Repreſentation of 

{uch 
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ſuch an ane, I think it neceſſary 
to add ſomejother Titles by which 
the Spirit 'of God doth, notify him 
to us,” that. ye may ſee him ina 
elearer Light,: and+form more per- 
fe conceptions.of him. .. The good 
Miniſters, then, of Jeſus. Chrift, 
have #wa ſorts 'of Titles conferred 
upon thenz:: 


Some, that ſer forth their Djg- 


wty : | 
Others, that bind them to thei 


Duty. | | 


In reciting the Former, I ſhall 
be very brief: yet may I not ft 
lently paſs them over, leſt I ſhould 
be 1njurijous both to them and you, 


x. Their:Titles that do ſet forth 
their Dignity. | as 
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.c:Of xiizle + ſhall- mention four 


»>(1)- They have the glorious 
Nathe of Angels ſet upon them (p); 
Rav. 1. 20... The. ſeven Stars are the 
Angels of the ſeven Churches: An- 
gels; we know, are the higheſt 
Rank,and moſt noble Order.among 
all the Creatures ;. And they have 
the: Denomination of Angels, be- 
cauſe;they are the Meſſengers of the 
reat:God, And ſuch are all-good 
Ninifters of Jeſus. Chriſt. Ambaſſe- 
Hors 2 Cor. 5. 20. Now then, we 
are. Ambaſſadors for Chriſt. Meſſen- 
fers; Hag. 1.13, Then ſaid Hag- 
.Yai, the Lord's Meſſenger ,-in the 
Lord's Meſſage, to the Preps, 2h jo 
itle 


——— 
— 


(1) R890, dy ngy, Legatus,Nuncius. 
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Title was not appropriated to him, 
as a Prophet immediately called 
and inſpired, but it 15 communica- 
ted to all thoſe who are appointed 
and authorized by-'God to deliver 
his Meflages to his People.; Mat. 
2.7. The Prieſts Lips ſhould: pres 
ſerve Kyowleag,' aud they ſhould ſeek 
the Law at his Mouth, for he « the 
Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts. 
(2.) They arecalled Elders (4g); 
Atts 14. 23. VVhes they had or- 
dained the Elders in every Churth : 
Tir. 1. 5. — Ordain Elders in every 
City. The name-of | Elders was 
honourable among both Jews and 
Gentiles. The Jews dignified their 
Rulers, both Civil and Eccleſiaſti- 
cal, with the Title of Elders : And 
| {o 


(4) C9927L, Tee p-U77gor, Seniores. 
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fo did:the Greeks uſe the ſame, to 
{gnalize ſuch as were of eminency 
for their /Yorth or Office. For thus 
doth one of them inform us, We 
call- ({aich he) thoſe Perſons -El- 
ders, whom we eſteem the beft; . or 
moſt excellent,and the Axcients (7): 
There are few, who have not heard 
of the Roman Senate and Sena- 
tors: (s). And Antiquaries tell us, 
that theSaxon word Aldermen, hath 
the Signification of Ancients, or El- 
der-men. | 
(3.) They are denominated 
Guides (t), ſuch as have the Con- 
duct of others, and go before them 
inthe Way of Religion; Heb. 13.7. 
Remember them which have the Rale 


 ———— 


(r) agives &) 785 jegrras. (5) Senatus Be Se- 
natores. (t) wir gui precundg mauſtrauc 
viam, | ARES, 
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(or are the Guides) vwer you, ho 
have” ſpoken unto you the VVord of 
God. And ver. 17. Obey them that 
have the rale over 'you, and ſubmit 
your ſelves ; for they watch for your 
Souls, - as they that muſt give account. 
The + Minifters ' of -Chriſt have' a 
Power to /ead, though not to com- 
© EIT 

- ©(4:) They 'are- dignified ' with 
the: Name of -P7eſidents (w), ſuch 
95: are- over others in the Lord; 
1 Tim. 5. 17. The Elders that vule 
(or prefide) well,” account: worthy of 
double Honour. EDIT 


T ſhall not farther enlarge upon 
thoſe Titles thar-ſerforch their Dig- 
. nity ; yer ſomewhat may be in- 
terred 


(s) Poteftatem nobody,  ducendi ; non” /xg- 
Tormny cogendi, (w) acute megs5m TH, 
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ferred that is obvious to every un- 
derſftanding Obſerver ; That Men 
ought to honour thoſe whom' God des 


lights ts honour. Or, let me lay this 


before you, in the Words of the A- 
poſtle, 1 Theſſ. 5. 12,13. And we 
beſeech you, Brethren, know them that 


labour among you, and are over you in 


the Lord, and admoniſh you. 'T'o know 
them (x), not only that ye may 
diſtinguifh them from other Perſons, 
or to ſalute them when ye meet 
them, or ro have ſome friendly Con- 
werſation with them 3 bur-to yield 
them ſuch Obſervance as may teſtify 
that Honour and Obedience which 
ye owe to him that fends them, and 
the Meflages which they bring you 
in his Name, and clothed with his 

Autho- 


(x ) wd\vras 
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Authority. - And all this muſt be 
done not ſ{lightly, and out of Com- 
plement, but in Reality and Since- 
rity. And then, for the Degree of 
your eſteens of them, it muſt nor 
be after a low and vulgar rate, but 
raiſed to a double height in Com- 
pariſon: wery highly ( y). 

Let no Maa think that I men- 
tioned thele magnificent Titles con- 
ferced on the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
out of Oſtentation or Ambition; for 
they have lcarn'd tobear Conteinpt, 
when caſt only upon their Perſons, 
or their outward StateintheWorld ; 
but yet they are obliged to meanify 
their Office, when Men do deſpiſe 
or reproach it. And for this, the 
Apoltle's Example is their War- 

rant 5 
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rant, Rom. I1. 13. — Inaſmuch as 
I am the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 1 
magnify mine Office (2). They 
know very'well, that they are but 
earthen 'Veſlels, yet they carry an 
ineſtimable Treaſure ; Pearls in Oy- 
feer-ſbells, 2 Cor. 4.7. (4). Thar all 
the Glory may be a/timately carried 
up to God : Foy they preach not them- 
ſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus to be the 
-ord, and themſelves your Servants 


for Jeſus ſake. 


-* This may ſuffice to have been 
ſpoken of the Titles that ſer forth 
their Dignity : I ſhall be a little 
more *coptous in thoſe -that bind 
them to their Duty: And I ſhall 
fingle out'fuch as are of like im- 
| E - mee 
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5 Wick chat -of a Work-man, 
entioned mi the Text, As, 


t: They ave ftiled Biſbops ; As 
20. 28, T akd heed to your ſelves, aud 
is the Flock, : over which the Holy 
Ghoſt hath pure you Orter ſears. If the 
Greek werd-(6) had been rendred 
here, as it is generally in other pla- 
ces, it migkit have begn-tranſlated 
Bybops. The Apoltle tells us, 1 Ti. 
3-1. He that aeſireth the Offize of # 
Biſhop, deſireth a good VVork (c). 
The Apoltle calls it a YYork, not ar 
Honour, ſaith Grotizs; or, as ano- 
ther gloſſeth, A Work, not'a Dig- 
aity, or a more delicate and ſofter 


kind of Life. Let ſuch as glory in © 


the Name, dothe Work of a Biſhop, 
and all good Men will pay them 


due 


— TA 


(b) tmrondires (0) Ut ms freed igharas 
KgAs ves enr0tr. . 
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due reſpe&. Sure were, that the 
Charge that is given them, .is-very- 
ſtriT: x Per. 5. xi, 2. The Elders 
which are among you, Þexhorr, who gt- 
fo aman Elder : — Feed the Flock of 
_ which _ IE ou, — = 

verſight thereof ; — or do E 
od: a Biſhop toward them (gd): 
And what the Work of the Primi- 
tive Biſhop was, the Learned Dr. 
Haeamond hath informed us; © Ir 
*was (daith he) the Work of the 
< Biſhop, to be the Mouth: af: the 
* People, to offer up their Prayers, 
«*« Supplications, Intercefhons and 
* Thankſgivingsto Almighty God. 
« To receive to Baptiſm thoſe that, 
* upon due trial, were found: meet 
* for it: | Fo adminiſter the Lard's 
*« Supper ; which, in the MR 

i; E ” F &c © 


(4) £moxemerTes. 


FL A good Miniſter 


« of Chriſtianity, was done very 
* frequently: To viſit the Siek, and 
*to pray for them :-'To' ſtopſthe 
* Mouths of Gain-ſayers; to ad- 
« moniſh diſorderly Walkers: To 
&« caſt out the Obſtinate-and Incor- 
<« rigible ; To receive Penirents in- 
*to the Church, after ſufficient 
«trial made of their Repentance : 
« To take care of the Poor, Or: 
* phans,, Widows and Strangers. 
« And, in ſhort, to attend to all rhe 
« Aﬀairs'of the Church of God. 
He that will conſcienciouſly give 
up himſelf to all thefe Services, 
will need/ no other Argument to 
convince 'him of the Labouriouſ- 
neſs of that Office, * 

2, The Miniſters of Chrift have 
the Name of Paſtors ſet upon them, 
as very direQtive, to ſhew them 
their Work and Employmeat; 

Ephef. 
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Epheſ. 4. 11. Some Paſtors and Tea- 


_ chtrs (6): 1 Pet. 5-2. — Feed the 
Flock that is. among you (f); i. e. 


Do all things that belong to the Of- 
fice of a. Paſtor. The Shepherd's 
Work in the literal Senſe, 1s very 
buſy and toilſom.. Facob, who had 
been long exerciſed in it, gives this 
account of it, Gep. 31.40. Thus was 
T in the day, the Drought conſumed 
me, and the Froſt by night ; and my 
Sleep departed from me. Neither can 
we {uppoſe, that a Shepherd, in the 
Mertaphorical Senſe, fhould exone- 
rate himſelf of all Care, and indulge 
himſelf in his Eaſe. Ir was never 
known that a Title to an Office 
ſhould diſcharge a Man from his 
proper Work and Employment. 
| | E 3. We 
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We may infer what God .requires 
and onpetts from thoſke whom he 
conſt itutes:Shepherds,.- whether in 
a Political; or in an Eccleſiaſtical 
Senſe, - by: the ſharp Reproofs and 
ſevere Menaces, which he uſeth a- 
gainſt the Negligent : Ezek. 34. 2, 
3, 4. Sow of Man, propheſy againſt 
the Shepherds of Tiracl; propheſy, «nd 
Jay unto them, Thus ſaith the Lord 
4x6inf the Shepherds, VVo to the 
hepherds of Tiracl,” thet feed them- 
ſelves : Should wot the Shepherds feed 
the Flock ? The Di{eaſed have ye not 
Frengthened, neither have ye healed 
that which was ſick; neither have ye 
hound up thet which was broken ; net- 
ther have ye brought again that which 
was driven away; neither have ye 
ſoug hy that which was loſt : but with 
Force and with Crueley, have ye ruled 
them. IT ſhould deſire no more of 
| any 
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avy Man, that thinks a ;Paftor% 
Life to be a Life-of Eaſt and Divers 
tiſement; than ts make experi- 
ment ; though it be bur among a 
few, and thoſe well-diſpoſed Pecos 
ple, and he ſhall quickly find how 
much his Work will daily grow ups 
on his hands : To ſatisfy the Doubt. 
ing and Scruptulous ; To ſer in joint 
the Bones which have been diilo- 
cated or broken, by rhe Falls of fuck 
as have been overtaken or ſurprized 
by Sin (@g). To bear with the Ine. 
firmities, Slownels of Capacity,and 
Untowardnels of ſuch as he labours 
to inſtruct: To apply ſutable Re- 
medies to their. various Spiritual 
Diſtempers: To look after, and 
bring back fyth as have /gone a+ 

| E 4 ſtray, 


(g) Gal. 6. n. —idv meganeys avlewns iy 
m1 meg uan rgmgntere * | 
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ſtray, either through their own Le-: 
vity, or the Craftineſs of Seducers : 
With Patience, Pity' and Compal- 
fion, to bear with thoſe that oppoſe 
themſelves. - And beſides all this, 
meekly to treat the Petulant and 
Exorbitant, and to cicure or tame 
{uch as have altogether broken the 
Yoke, and burft the Bonds. 

3. They are called Servants or 
Miniſters. Sometimes with reſpe& 
to the Subject or Matter of their 
Miniſtration ; and ſo they are ſti- 
led Miniſters of the Word; Luk.1.2. 
Even as they delivered them to us, 
which from the ' beginning were 
Eye-witneſſes and Miniſters of the 
Word (h). Sometimes to ſer forth 
their Relation to their: Lord and 

| Maſter, 


() Cangians noun 9, Abysc 
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Maſter, to whom, or in whoſe Ser- 
vice, they do miniſter: So they 
are the Minifters of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 4. 
1. Let a Man ſo account of us, as of 
the Miniſters of Chriſt (i.) The 
Word made uſe of in the original 
Greek, tranſlated | Miniſter] doth 
primarily ſignify a Rower, one that 
doth tug and {weat at the Oar (&). 
The Poet could ſay, That they who 
handle the Oar, ſtand in need of two 
things ; Of God,to help them with 
a good Wind, and of their own La- 
bour. 'The Appellation then of a 
Rower, being, in a Metaphorical 
Senſe, applied to a Servant, or Mi- 
niſter of- Chriſt, may admoniſh 
him to continue his Care and In- 
duſtry 


 (G) @5 vangires xeurs. (&) The PrimitiveVerh 
3 £e40ow, remigo : but it the common Uſe, 3t is en- 
larged, and extended to ſignify a Servant in gentral. 
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duftry without: any intermiſſior; 
for, ordinarily, the Wind and Tide 
are againſt him. And whea ir is 
ſo, if the Rower fit ftill bur a lictle, 
his Veſſel may be carried far back- 
ward, and he may loſe more in oze 
Hour than he can recover in wary. 
If a Miniſter be remiſs, when falſe 
Doftines, or Immoralities in Pra- 
Qtice, like a Tempeſt, bear down 
all before them, ſuch Diſorders will 
quickly follow, as will not ſoon or 
eaſily be reCtified or reformed. Let 
him therefore animate himſelf with 
the Apoſtle's Spirit and Reſolution, 
Gal. 2. 5, To whom. we gave place by 
Sabjettion, no mot for an hoar, that 
the Truth of the Goſpel might conte- 
wwe with you. 

4. They are frequently ſtiled 
Miniſters or Servants ; but by a 
Word, differing very much m the 

| | Origiaal 
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Original from the former, which 
alſo doth engage them to much 
Diligence and hard Labour ; and 
that is, aiaxovG-, This Word is 
uſed ſometimes in the ſtri& Ac- 
ceptation, and then it is rendred a 
Deacon; as 1 Tim. 3.8. Likewiſe 
alſo muſt the Deacons be grave -- (1), 
The occaſion of ereting that Or- 
der in the Church, ye may find re- 
corded in A#s 6. and their proper 
Work was, To rake care of, and to 
manage the Stock of the Church ; 
and this, iff vey. 2. 1s ſet forth by 
their ſerving of Tables (») : but 
the Ule of the Word in the larger 
Acceptartion, is far more frequent; 
to denote, A Minifter of the New- 
Teſtament, 2 Cor. 3.6. The Mini- 


fter 
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fter of Gog,,2:Cor. 6. 4. A Miniſter 
of Feſus Chriſt, 1 Tim. 4. 6. That 
- which I interid by adding this Ap- 
pellation, is as a farther Demonſtra- 
tion, That the: Calling of a good 
Miniſter: requires : much Induſtry 
and. Diligence in thoſe who will 
diſcharge their Duty with Fidelity : 
for the Verb from which the Word, 
which werender | Miniſter] isde+ 
rived,doth fignify to make haſte, or 
ro work (7). 


Thus ye have had an Account of 
this Property of a good Miniſter of 
Jeſus Chriſt, "That he is a Work- 
man: To which, I have added four 
Titles more-of the ſame import, 

becaule 


m—_ 


(n) dizxorG@- is from yoviw; which Etymologiſts 
-Ardyce from xg'vis, Duſt 3 becauſe, they ſayy ſuch as 13 
Rates or work abroad, do raiſe the Duſt. 
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becauſe this ſeems moſt: conſpicu- 
ous andeminent, in that Character 
which the Text ſets upon him : 
And there remains a little:more to 
be ſpoken touching that Adjunct, 
which 1s added concerning him ; 
For the Apoſtle did not fatisty him+ 
ſelf with calling him a Work-man, 
but 1n a way of Illuſtration or Am- 
plification, he ſubjoins, That he is 4 
Work-man that need not be aſhamed. 
The Text hath ir in one Word, 
unaſbamed (o) ; and this leads In- 
terpreters into ſeveral ways of ex- 
plaining the Senſe and Meaning of 
it. For ſome underſtand it a&:ively. 
A good Miniſter muſt be a well- 
re{olved Perſon; thar noShame, Difſ- 
grace,or Reproaches of Men, —_ 
= aunt 


—— 


— 
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daunt or ——__ _— pro- 
or preachin . Golpel. 
The Apoſtle Paul __ well fortafi- 
ed againſt thoſe Impreſſions, which 
Shame might make upon weaker 
Minds; for he ſaith, Roms. 1. 16. 
I am not aſhamed of the Goſpel 
Chriſt (p), and oftea mention 
his Parrheſia : His ſpeaking open- 
ly, with Liberty and Confidence ; 
as Atts 9. 29. And he ſpake boldly in 
the Name of the Lord Las —AQs 
13. 46. Then Paul and Barnabas 
waxed bold; and ſaid, — (q). Nei- 
ther could all the Calumnies rai- 
ſed againſt him, nor Injuries done 
him, make him aſhamed ; 2 Tim. 
I.12. For which Cauſe, I alſo ſaffer 
theſe things. ; nevertheleſs, I am not 


aſbamed. 


(}) ov  emu9durouats (4) mphtoraca weror. 
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aſhamed. —— Impudence is, indeed; 
moſt hateful in an evil Matter, and 
draws down the Wrath of God up- 
on-brazen-faced Sinners ; Jer.6.1 5. 
Were they aſbamed when they bad 
commncted Abowmination ? nay, they 
were wot at all aſhamed, neither could 
they bluſh, therefore they ſball fall a+ 
mong them that fall. — He hath an 
hard Province who 1s diepute with 
Ignorance, when it is patronized 
by Impudence. For how ſball he 
inſtruct, or convince, thoſe who are 
not- aſhamed of Impertinencies, 
Non-ſenſe, or moſt groſs Abſurdi- 
ties?” But when che Truths of God 
areto be vindicated, The Faith which 
was at once delivered to the Saints, to 
be contended for, and Holineſs to 
be pr ned, the good Minitter of 
Telus Chrift ſhould be bold « « Lion, 
and pray earneſtly to God for thac 

Grace 
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Grace which was promiſed to the 
Prophet Ezekiel, Chap. 3. ver.8,9. 


Behold, I have made thy Face ſtrong 


againſt their Faces, and thy Forehead 
againſt their Forcheads, as an Ada: 
mant ; harder than a Flint have 1 
made thy Forchead. Fear them not, 
neither be diſmaid at their Looks, 
though they be arebellious Houſe. This 
may- ſuffice for the aCtive Senſe ; 
and this way doth the Syriac Ver- 
fion look ; Shew thy ſelf a Work-man, 
without Confuſion : and many of the 
Greek Commentators are reported 

ro.concur therein. ny 
Bur there is alſo a paſſive Senſe; 
which may well be admitted, and 
chat our own Tranſlators do pre- 
fer, and (as I think) doth beſt ſure 
with the Contexture of the Apo: 
ftle's Diſcourſe; That a good Mi- 
nifter ſhould ſo carry it, in all his 
| Mint- 
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Miniſterial Work, that he weed not 
be aſhamed. The Apoſtle:doth ap- 


 parently inſiſt upon that Antitheſis 


which 15s between a contentious So- 
phiſter, who ſtrives about Words 
that are \unprofitable and vain, and 
a 'Work:man that needeth not be 
aſhamed: When the Deſign and Ma- 
nagement-of a fallacious fiery Dit- 
putation is deteCted, the Work-man 
hath abundant cauſe to be aſhamed, 
for his Folly - will be made manifeſt to 
all Men. But when the good Mi- 
niſter's Work is moſt, narrowly 
ſearched and.(ifted, he may hold up 
his Face without ſpot ; yea, (his In- 
firmities being graciouſly covered 
and pardoned) he may FLA confi- 
aente, and not be aſhamed before Chriſt 

at his Coming. | 
This: may ſuffice. for the third 
Property of a __ Miniſter of Je: 
| as 
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fus Chrift ; He is a Work-man that 
needeth.not to be aſhamed. 


4thly. The CharaQter'of a good 
Miniſter of. Jefus Chriſt, is, conclu- 
ded with this Property, That he is 
one who riehtly divides the Word of 
Truth. For the clearing of this, 
rwo Things are to be attended 
unto, which may be diſpatched 
.with convenient Brevity. 


(1.) What is the SubjeQar Mat- 
ter about which his principal Study 
and Labour is to be employed, and 
that is, The Word of Truth. 

(2.) What is incumbent upon 
him, with reſpe& to the Word of 
Truth ; and that. is, That he rightly 
divide it. | | 


1. It is the Word of. Fruth, in, 
and about. which, the. Tony 
an b 
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and Studies of a good Miniſter of 
Jeſus Chrift are to be-'exerciſed; 
Not in dqubtful Diſpptations, nar 
in the bars: Qpiniops and Dictares 
of Men, though of 'great Reputa- 
tion and Authority : Mych leſs .in 
framing cpnningly deviſed Fables, 
or golden Legends, which may 
raiſe in the Ignorant and Credu- 
lous, Admiration, Superſtitian and 
Rapture ;. but 1n the Conſiderate 


and Prudent, Diſdain and Indigna- 


tion. . The Apoſtle hath informed 
us, How the great Apnſtacy from 
rhe Chriſtian Faith, was to be ma- 
naged and carried on, x Tim.4.1,2. 


.-—Þy .gtving heed to ſedycing Spi- 
its, 6nd Dadrines of Dewils ; ſpeat- 


ing Lies in Hypocriſy : but the good 
Miniſter mult firmly and entirely 
adhere to the Word of Truth, The 
great Repofitory whereof, 1s the 

F 8-.,- ,; Holy 
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Holy Scripture, which bears upon 
' it that glorious Inſcription, The 
Scripture of Trath, Dan. 10. 21, (7) 
and the VVord of Truth, ' the Goſpel 
of Salvation, Eph. 1, 13. andagain, 
The VVord of -the Truth of ' the Go- 
(pel. From hence muſt: the good 
Miniſter derive, confirm, and im- 
prove all his DoQrine : For the whole 
Scripture is given by Inſpiration of 
God, and profitable for Doitrine, 
for Reproof, for Correition, for In- 
ſtruttion in Righteouſneſs : That the 
Man of God may be perfett, through- 
ly furniſhed to all good VVorks. They 
then offer an intolerable Aﬀeront to 
the Divine Majeſty, who- ſpeak 
wickealy for God, or talk decertfully 


for him, Job 13. 7. 
| 2. What 
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2. What is the proper Work of 
a good Miniſter of Chriſt, wherein 
he is to be occupied with reference 
to this Word of Truth ; and that 
is, rightly to divide it (s); which 
cannot be underſtood in a literal, 
but in a metaphorical Senſe. The 
ConjeQures of Men about the ex- 
plicating of the Metaphor, have 
been various. Some think it ſpoken 
in way of Alluſion, to the Prieſt's 
cutting abroad, and dividing the 
Sacrifices into their ſeveral Parts, 
in which they were very curious 
and exatt. Others conceive, that 
the Apoſtle hath reſpe&t to thoſe 
(t) Settions, into which the Book 
of the Law was divided by the 
Jews, in order ta their reading of 
F 3 it 
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\- 


70 A yood Miniſter 
it in their” Synagogues. Others 


think the, Metaphor to be” taken 


from Mothers of Nurſes, who cur 
the Meat ' which they give their 
Children into ſinall pieces, that 
they may the better receive and di- 
geſt it. But not to inſiſt upon the 
Critical Parr, I think the Senſe and 
Meaning is well expreſſed by the 
vulgar Latin, Reghtly handling the 
VVord of Truth (a); and by the 
Syriac, Righrtly preaching —— (w). 
Bur if we expett ſomething in- 
ſtruftive from the Metaphor made 
uſe of, I ſuppoſe it may afford us 


—ſome light if compare theſe Paſſa- 


ges of Scripture together. (1.) The 
Apoſtle doth ſtile the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, Stewaras of the Myſteries of 


oa, 


(4) Ref traftamteem. (w) ReRte pradicanem. 


A er rr rr OR 
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Goa, 1 Cor. 4.1. (2.) Our Savi- 
our afſigns this as one Property of 
a good and faithful Steward, who 
is ſet over the Houſhold, that he 
may give to every One their portion 
of Meat in due ſeaſon, Lak. 12.42, 
(x) diſtributing to every one their 
proper Dimenſum, or Allotmeat : 
as Exod 16.16. Every May accord- 
ing to his Eating. Herein then lies 
much of the good Miniſter's Pru- 
dence, Care and Tenderneſs, ſo to 
divide the Word of Truth, that e- 
very one may have their proper 
Portion : He muſt provide Milk for 
Babes, and ſtrong Meat for them that 
are of full Age; Heb. 5. 13, 14. ace 
commodating his Teaching to the 
Neceſlities and Capacities of the 
F 4 Hearers. 
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Hearers.' In this, - their-Lord and 
Maſter Chriſt went before them, 
and. hath left them an Example, 
For he ſpake the Word as the People 
were able to hear ; i.e. to under- 
ſtand, and profit by it ; : Mar. 4. 33. 
It is a ſingular Grace or Mercy 
that God beſtows on his Miniſters, 
The Tongue of. the Learned, that they 
ſhould ſpeak a Word in ſeaſon ()). 
A Word in ſeaſon to the Weary, 
that they may be refreſhed: A 
Word in ſeaſon to the Sorrowful, 
that they may be comforted: A 
Word to the. Doubting, that they. 
may be ſetled and eſtabliſhed : A 
Word to the Secure and Impeni- 
tent, that they may be awakened 
and convinced; and fo to others, 
as 


_ —_— 


() Ihaiab 50, 4 
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as their Caſe and Condition may 
require, for then 1s the Word of 
Truth rightly divided, 


And thus I have endeavoured 
to repreſent before you the Deline- 
ation of a good Miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt, according to thoſe four Pro- 
pergies which are ſuggeſted in, and 
from the Text. | 


And now, . if ye have attended 
unto, and duly conſidered that 
CharaQter which hath been given 
of a good Miniſter, I preſume that 
many of you will be apprehenſive, 
that it was not without reaſon that 
I intimated, in the entrance upon 
this Diſcourſe, that I ſhould hold 
up before you a Glaſs, or Mirror, 
wherein ye might ſee the Por- 

traiture 
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rraiture of that good Miniſter 
(whoſe Funeral we, this Day, ſo+ 
lemnize) to be refle&ed. It would 
be no difficult Undertaking to 
draw the Paralle], and thew the 
Correſpondence in every Particu- 
lar : But that Performance would 
require near as much time as thar 
which has been already filled up : 
Ye muſt therefore be contented 
with ſuch ſhore RecolleQtions, as I 
can recover upon ' the haſty Exer- 
ciſe of my Thoughts. 

The reverend and worthy Mi- 
niſter of Jeſus Chriſt, Mr. Richard 
Steel, was born in Cheſhire near 
Nantwich, on the tenth Day of 
May, Anno Dom. 1629, and lefc 
this World November the 16h, 
Anno Dom. 1692, ſo that he died 
inthe 64th Year of his Age. Where 
he had his Education in his youn- 

ger 
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ger Years; hath not come to my 
notice : but I find+in the Fafti Oxo- 
nienſes, That Richard Steel was 
Maſter of Arts of St, John's Col- 
lege in Cambride, and was Incor- 
porated inro the Univerſity of Ox-. 
ford, March the 29th 1656, He 
is there mentioned among the Ox- 
ford-Writers; . and ſeveral of his 
Printed Works are recited. When 
he entred into the ſacred Miniſte- 
ry is unknown to me; but after 
that he was inveſted therewith, 
I am informed that he did exerciſe 
It in divers places, as the Provi- 
dence of God diſpoſed of him, until 
he came to Londoy, which, (as I 
conjeAure) was about 24 or 25 
Years ago: and here he hath con- 
tinued, preaching the Goſpel in 
and abour the City, as God gave 
him Liberty and Opportunity, m_ 

| tl 
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til he put a period both to his La- 
bours and Life. That he did emi- 
nently diſcharge the Duty -of a 
good Miniſter, will appear by ſome 
tew Remarks, whereby it will be 
made evident, that he wrote very 
fairly after that Copy which I have 
been decyphering uatoyou : e.gr. 

. 1. Our Apoſtle, the more to re- 
commend a good Miniſter, doth 
ſhew, How unlike he is to a con- 
rentious wrangling Sophiſter, which 
lives in the fire of Diſputing and 
Dividing. But ir __ be truly ſaid 
of our worthy Brother, as it was 
of Caleb, He was a Man of another 
Spirit, He hated Contentionsand 
Diviſions ; he greatly bewailed 
them ; and uſed his uttermoſt En- 
deavour to promote Union and 
Concord, That this was his Tem- 
per, is clearly demonſtrated by his 
| | Diſcaurſe 
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Diſcourſe againſt uncharitable Con- 
tentions in the Church of God. Which 
Diſcourſe is printed in the 4th Vo- 
lume of the Caſuiſtical Morning- 
Exerciſes, preached inOfober 1689, 
wherein he ſhewed a deep Judg- 
ment, and a very - prudent pacifick 
Spirit, 

2, The Apoſtle deſcribes a good 
Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, by his 
Studiouſneſs and Diligence. In 
which, it muſt be concluded, that 
our deceaſed Brother . was very 
exemplary. For his Sermons were 
compoſed and written with ma- 
ture Digeſtion, though with much 
Brevity ; which manifeſt them to 
have been the Product of many 
ſerious Thoughts; and conſidering, 
his Conftancy in Preaching, muſt 
needs require very hard Study. 
His Manuſcript Notes of his Ser- 

| mons 
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mons ate exceeding many, and de- 
ſerve to be. carefully preſerved. 
When we compute the time, that 
muſt neceſſatjly. have been ſpent 
2bout his ordinary Labours; - we 
way judg, that a Perſon of more 
than common Attajnments, had 
filled it up very well: Yet he re- 
deemed {0 much befides, as ena- 
bled him to compoſe and: publiſh 
ſeveral piows avd profitable Treeti{es- 
Of which, I chiak, it may'-be of 
good uſe toannex a Catalogue : As, 


(1.). 4A» Avtidote ageinſt;::Di- 
ftraftionus; Or, An Endegvour to 
ferve the Church in the dazly Cafe 
of Wandrings 19 the Worſhip of 
God. This :Treatiie cathe:to: my 
hands before ever {aw tbe Fade 
of the Author ; - and I have heard 
many 19 ble(s Gad for ts,:2and-to 

profeſs 
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profeſs that they were -greatly e- 
dified by it. What Acceptance 
this Book hath found with ſuch 
as are ſerious. in Religion, may be 
eſtimated by the ſeveral Impref- 
ſions of it. "There is one Circum- 
ſtance more that relatesto it, which 
may not be/paſſed oyer, iz. Thar 
it was written by Mr. Szee/ when 
he was in Priſon in Wales, for Nons 
conformity: Here we find that ex- 
emplified, which, was once the 
Caſe of St. Paul, 2 Tim. 2. 9, 
Vlherein I ſuffer Trouble as an E- 
wvil-Doer, even unto Bonds : but the 
VV ord of - Ged: s not' beund. And 
as, while be was in Priſon, he en- 
deavoured to edify the Church of 
God by. his Writings ; fo. he did al 
fo by his Preaching, while he was 
under Confinemeot, {eek the Sal- 
vation of thoſe who came to hear 
him. 
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him: Andir is to be hoped, that 
it may be ſaid of ſome of them, as 
Pazl did/ of Oveſimas, that they 


were begotten again ot him, while 
he was in Bonds, 


(2 ) The Hecband-mar's 2; Calling ; 
ſhewing-the Excellencies, Temp- 
tations, Graces and Duries of the 
Chetilkee Husband-man. 


G) A plain Diſcourſe .of Up- 
rightzeſs ;: ſhewing the Properties 


and Privileges of an upright Man. 


(a) The Tradef. man's C alling : 
A Diſcourſeconcerning the Nature, 
Neceſlity, Choice, &«. -of a Cal- 
ling in general; and DireQtions for 
the right managing of the Tradet- 
man's pon, 3 in particular. 


(5.) 4 
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| the Chriſtian Religion; Comprixin 
| . Ou fifty two: Heads, with the Texts 
of Scripture 04 which they art groanu- 
ed. And ſome ſhort Indications; 
How '' they ' were” niore- largely 
handled; ' WO, 8 CFE 


(7.) Beſides his* Dilconrſe -4- 
painſt- uncharitable'-Conrentlons; 
printed among the Setrmons-in' rhe 
4th Volume of the Caſuiſtical 
Morning-Exerciſes ;+ there: are al- 
ſo other Sermons of -his printed: 
As, (1.) The Duties of ' Husbands 
and ' VVives toward © each--other; 
in the Suppletnent of the Mornings 
Exertiſe --at Cripplegate; 1674: 
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and' the Lord! Chriſt: dit.ſo. aſſift 
and helpibim_ in his Work, that 
upon an impartial | Review; he 
needed; not'to::have 'been-4ſhamed 
ef -it. He. had- a fingiilar Faculty 
of - ſaying 'much.-in # little. .': The 
Subjets whichche diſcourſed upon; 
werepracticaland profitable. : Since 
our ConjunQtion, that we laboured 
together ia\the. Service. af :Chrift; 
he: preached over the Parable of | the 
wiſe and fooliſh irgins, in\Matt. 25; 
Theo: be-ſpent a conſiderable time 
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Ocean: Bach of them are Þ larp 'E 
a Field; that the moſtſearching 268 
illuminared - Underſtanding” Dk 
not reach its Limits &he could 
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inſtant . November, the: preached in 
this, Place jn;the Morniog;\and at 
 Hogſden-in'» the - Afternoon, - On 
Monday. he. yilited: ſeyeral}Friends 
in. Lozdon,. and ſeemed ito.,berag 
lively. and vigorous, 'as uſually he 
bad been for a Joog. time... He bad 
been affliited with the -Tiffick for: 
many. Years; otherwiſe be! was as 
vegete ;ang aGtiye,, as: moſt: who: 
arrived at his-Years, | In-the Even-: 
ing he repaired to a Friend's Houſe, 
in. Cheapſide,, where: he intended to; 
log that Night: But finding him- 
{clt- under,great \Indiſpoſitivn, be: 
was cafried.to his pwn Houſe'ina: 
Coach, . about ten of: the;Clock: 
The next -Dayyberoſe; and ſeemed 
to be ſomewhat revived, bur ke 
his Chamber all that Day. On 
the Wedneſday he.contioued in his 
Bed very - faint 9nd. ſboe-preathed, 
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9 4 good Miniſter 
Teſt; or, Trial of:his Diſciples Edve. 
to;him,! If. ye love.me,: beep iny Cams: 
manaments : S0g\:if ye lincerely:1os; 
ved, your good:/Miniſter, let yaur 
Converſations. be. correſpondent ts: 
that holy Dofttinewhich he taugbe 
you, ::T'q; commend a Preacher, 
and, yer [to ;live; contrary {ita his 

Icirine, 15.40, affront. and: deride: 
hitp. An impenicent, unrefarmed; 
Singer,; Who lives/in Pride, -Earth+ 
lines, Envy »-;Senſuality and/Paſo 
Gonarenels, ;and. the dike Imworas 
lities, gannot;bea cordidl Friend to. 
a faithful Miniſter, 1 t 15 theigreas: 
Hogaur,.of. a..Feacher, ; when his 
Hearers, are, good\ Probciohts::in 
the: School of Chriſt's, burthe Ig- 
norant-:and. Prophene, - are a-Re+ 
proach, .to bum: Many wiltl-be 
apt 10, .4mpute. .the..Non-proficis 
egy, of the. Scholars co theityant 
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pf: Skill: or. Diligence in the Ma- 


32: Shck: not, :but-ancreafe:your 
Diligence: to. promote'the Edifica- 
tion:ahd' Salvation of» your Souls, 
gow «when your: Feacher is remo- 
ved: This, will:be:one Evidence 
of your,Sincerity;: and'thatye were 
ated from an interna), viral Prin- 
ciple, A living Man moves; and 
a Clock, or Machin, moves ; but 
there is a vaſt Difference between 
their Motions: The one moves 
from a vital Principle, the other on- 
ly from Springs vr VYeights. Let 
it never be ſaid of any of you, as it 
was ſaid of TJoaſh, That after the 
Death of Jehojada, he left the Houſe 
of the Lord. 'Colld your Paſtor 
{peak to you, SI. he might 
well uſe the Words of the Apoſtle, 
(which I heartily recommend to 

you) 
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you) Phil 2..1.8,.13. YU herifors; 
my beloved Brethren, as ye have ah 
wars: obeged, wot 4s its my Puefance 
with Fear end Tiembling.' ' Nor it 33 
God that worketh in' yas, both ro.will 
and 40 6, of bit gopt Pleaſure. 
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_— ime, and the End of Time, ih tio! Diſcourſes- 
By Fob Fox. 

Godly Fear ; or che Nature and Neceflity of 
Fear, arid ies Uſcfulnes. By R: Alien, 

The- Door of Heaven opened and thut ; Qr 
Diſcourſe concerning the abſolure Nr, 9 ity 1 # 


Gmely Preparation for akappy Eternivy. "By Fon 


he Anazomical Exerciſes of Dr. Wi{t vr kt 
with the Preface of 'Zachav3ah Wood, Fig lag 
Rotterdam, To which is ace , "James De De-back: 
his Diſcourſe of the Heart, Phytician in Ordingry 
tothe Town of Refteday. 


cifm from Hedven, and not of Men. 
By aepk Wien In 4 Parts. ER 
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Villare nglicumy Or, -A View-of - ve Mo 
Towns and Larry in England ; Ou 
compoſed, ; By rhe Appointment bf Sir Hemy 
man Ke. the 3 24 Edition on with Additions. 
| The Chriflian Temper 3 or, A Diſcourſe con- 

—_ the Nature and Properties of = Gra- 

ha yr 3- written Self- 
a and -holy liying, By. Zobn hy 
ret, . -—6"wys As:; 

Argumenton Anti-Normaniiti 5 Or, An Ar 
pro ing, from Angicnt Hiſtories and Records, thar 
 Wikian Duke of Normandy made no abſoluce Cons 

queſt of Englazd, by the Sword, in the ſenſe 'of 
our Modern Writers, 

The Sacred Diary, or Scle& Meditations for 
every Part of the Day, for every Chriſtian, . 

Mouduftio , Or, A leading of Children by the 
hand, through the Principles of Grammar. "7 
Janis Shirly. 3 

The School- of the Heart, /in — Emblems 
&y the Author of the Synagogue, annexed t6. 
Herbert's Poems ; Whereunto is added, The oo 
IS the Hearr, By the ſame Hand... 


Corre&ion, Jaſtrutionz Or, Fi T rextiſe of aſs ; 
flitions. By Thomas Caſt, M. A." +> 

. The true :. Chriſtian's. Love | of che unſcers 
Chriſt. By Thomas Viacent, . ſometime  Miniſtet. 
of Ste Mary Megdalens Milk- ſtreer, London, 


